
 

 City of Toronto Budget 2017:  
Proposed Elimination of Childcare Occupancy Grant 

BACKGROUND 
 
As part of the City of Toronto Budget 2017, Child Services is recommending eliminating the 
Childcare Occupancy Grant to school boards to support childcares.  
 
Through this grant, the City of Toronto provides funding to childcares located within schools for 
leasing costs. Without this occupancy grant, school boards will have to recover costs directly from 
childcare centres. In turn, this will result in fee increases for parents, as childcares will have to 
recover costs directly from families. 
 
Recently, Mayor John Tory announced that the City is committed to creating 300 new childcare fee 
subsidies. With more than 18,000 children on the waitlist for subsidies in the City of Toronto, this is 
a step in the right direction. 
 
However, half of the funding for these new subsidies will come from the Childcare Occupancy 
Grants, which will put the burden of costs onto parents. 
 
In addition, the budget proposes a $700,000 cut to student nutrition programs and the elimination 
of funding to support three pools located in TDSB schools. 
 
FACTS 
 
The elimination of the City of Toronto childcare occupancy grant will have a direct impact on 
affordability, accessibility, and quality of childcare in Toronto.  
 
Affordability: With the removal of the occupancy grant, fees will increase further, making childcare 
even more expensive. A recent study showed that 75 percent of families in Toronto already find 
licensed childcare unaffordable. Childcare centres within TDSB schools have estimated parents 
could face increased costs ranging from $15-$121 per month. 
 
Accessibility: Increasing costs for childcare will result in spaces becoming even less accessible for 
many families. Licensed childcare is already inaccessible for many families in Toronto due to high 
fees and lack of availability of subsidies. There are currently over 18,000 children on the waitlist for 
subsidies in the City of Toronto. 
 
Quality: An increase in operating costs will put additional administrative stress on childcares, make 
less money available for improving and expanding programming, while putting financial strain on 
families. 
 
The City of Toronto needs to work with the Province and school boards to continue to provide 
childcare that is accessible and affordable for all families. TDSB Trustees are working within their 
communities to urge city councillors to reject these cuts. Read the Board decisions (pages 5-7). 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www1.toronto.ca_City-2520Of-2520Toronto_Strategic-2520Communications_City-2520Budget_2017_Analyst-2520Notes_Operating_Childrens-5Fop-5FDec6-5F1134.pdf&d=DgMFAg&c=c-XDUEBMlCu6ouXKbes97DX3NGgHUVcdcr0RZVK3Djs&r=d3fokD7DcqQub7pxyGZ3sJxgkIGVvGojiovhZEemnnY&m=3_u4B34sJZ6k4Rbwgj8BuOooM_hHw12q1Fvn-x8VMjw&s=DV9zSWgMDFjo8BgESK7g-T6glyL-I8gYjCQ3DXhSgyg&e=
http://www.tdsb.on.ca/Leadership/Boardroom/AgendaMinutes.aspx?Type=M&Year=2016&Filename=161207+Summ.pdf


 

 

 
 

Student nutrition programs:  The budget proposes a $1.58 million cut to public health spending. 
This includes a $700,000 cut to student nutrition programs. There is a direct relationship between 
healthy nutrition and academic achievement for students. Nutrition programs are vital to support 
all children and youth to be ready and able to learn in our classrooms.  
 
Elimination of funding for 3 pools: The budget proposes eliminating funding to support three pools 
located in TDSB schools. This is in addition to last year’s city funding reduction for three other TDSB 
pools. Swimming is a key part of physical education and supports students’ social, physical, mental, 
emotional and academic well-being. Cutting funding to more pools will reduce opportunities for 
more children and families. 
 
ACTION 
 
Share this information. If you are concerned about the City of Toronto’s elimination of the 
childcare occupancy, reductions in student nutrition funding and the elimination of funding for 
three TDSB pools share this information and speak with friends, family and other parents in your 
network and encourage them to take action. Connect with your TDSB Trustee for more information. 
 
Speak up. Write to your local City Councillor and Member of Provincial Parliament (MPP) to voice 
your concerns. 

http://www.tdsb.on.ca/Leadership/Trustees.aspx
http://www1.toronto.ca/wps/portal/contentonly?vgnextoid=c3a83293dc3ef310VgnVCM10000071d60f89RCRD
http://www.ontla.on.ca/web/members/members_current.do?locale=en

